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facilities, would be able to repeat the performance, should have the oppor-
tunity taken away from them merely because of the colour of their skin.
Comparative freedom from unrest has enabled the Indian community
in Natal to undertake educational reform. The Habibi Madressa1 is an
instance in point. It is a flourishing institution, and ably managed under
the supervision of the Sufi Saheb. We can only wish that we had more
institutions of the kind dotting the Colony. The Rev. Mr. Smith has just
founded a training college for Indian teachers. Properly managed and well
encouraged, it ought to be a centre of very great moral and educational
influence in the Colony,
There are many other reforms that may well be undertaken by the
Indian community: let us hope that last year's depression will give place
to prosperity this year, and that some of our generous-minded Indian
merchants will be able to carry out some of them.
CAPE COLONY
In the oldest Colony, there is not much to report upon. The Immig-
ration Act came into force in January last. We understand that it is not
being enforced with any special harshness. Some difficulties are inevitable
in the working of an Act of that nature, but, on the whole, the authorities
appear to be anxious to soften its harshness.
In East London, the Location Law and the Foot-path Law that
were passed in anticipation at one time bade fair to create much irritation.
We understand, however, that well-dressed British Indians are not molested
while walking on the foot-path, even though they may not have taken
out the exemption certificate. Satisfactory as this appears to be at present,
such a bye-law is, in our opinion, a blot on the Municipality, and the
sooner it is repealed, the better it will be for its credit. It is an anomaly
that, in the Gape Colony, where anti-Indian legislation is the least irksome,
such a law should ever have received the assent of His Majesty's Govern-
ment. It, however, ought to serve as a lesson to the British Indians, namely,
that, under the British Government, no community can thrive unless it is
vigilant in looking after its own interests.
OURSELVES
In closing this brief review of the status of the British Indians in South
Africa, we may be pardoned for making some reference to ourselves.
Indian Opinion has been in existence hardly seven months, but we venture
to think that within that short period it has carved out for itself a position.
Whatever influence it may have gained it has been our endeavour to use
for the benefit of the community and the Empire, to which it is our pricle
to belong. The programme that we have mapped out is an ambitious one*
It has not been possible to carry it out in its entirety, nor did the authors
of it ever expect that it would be realised all at once; it is rather the goal
1 Arabic word moaning school or college.